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Abstract: This research generally focused on proving a correlation between students 
listening to English songs and their pronunciation ability. This study used 
quantitative method with 30 students as a participant. The research procedure 
consisted of two steps: scoring the questionnaire of listening to English songs 
and students’ pronunciation test. To analyze the data the researcher used SPSS 
version 25. The score of sig (2-tailed = 0.168) > 0.05, it means there is no 
correlation between students listening to English songs and their pronunciation 
ability. While the score of Person Correlation was 0.258, it means the level of 
relationship between students listening to English songs and their pronunciation 
ability is correlate in the low category. based on the finding of the study, it is 
addressed to the English teacher to motivate their students in learning English 
effectively. Teacher as educators need to increase student’s English skills 
especially in their listening and also pronunciation abilities. So that the students’ 
English pronunciation ability will be better.  
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INTRODUCTION 
Language is very important tool in language communication and turns 
to be the most important way of communication between people worldwide. As 
an English student, according to Hamid (2014), English serves as the second 
language after mother tongue, which is commonly used in both formal and 
informal activities. The use of language as an oral communication too is often 
found in daily communication. Nowadays, English has been taught in schools 
throughout the world, both as a foreign language and a second language. In 
Indonesia, English is an international language that is utilized after the first 
language, and English is a second language various countries such as in 
Singapore, Malaysia, Pakistan, Sweden, Netherlands. According to Faliyanti 
(2017) that English is very important because all countries are use it to 
communicate each other. This proves that language is essential for interacting 
with others. 
Listening, speaking, reading, and writing are the four skills that must be 
acquired when studying English. In addition, the students also must know the 
language components in learning English, such as grammar, vocabulary, 
mechanics, and pronunciation. Pronunciation is how the students articulate the 
sound of word that it also includes attention to the sounds of language and aspects 
of speech beyond the level of the individual sound, like intonation, stress, rhythm, 
correctly. According to Dewi et al. (2020) that there are four language skills that 
students need to learn in English, such as listening, reading, speaking, and 
writing. In addition, English also has components such as pronunciation, 
grammar, vocabulary, etc. 
One component of learning English is learning how to pronounce words 
correctly. Even there are many variations between the sign and its sounds, it is 
one of the components of English that can be used to communicate with others. 
Pronunciation is the system by which someone speaks out a word or produces a 
sound. As Hornby (1989) stated that pronunciation is how a language is spoken 
or how a word is spoken. The learners or students must be careful in 
pronunciation because a different sound will have a different meaning. 
When speaking with others, not only should have a solid vocabulary but 
also have a good command of the English language. According to Wong (1987) 
that even if the vocabulary and grammar of non-native speakers are excellent, if 
their pronunciation falls below a certain threshold, they will not be able to 
communicate effectively. Pronunciation is a way of pronouncing a word, 
especially commonly or understandably. Bowen (1980) stated that students who 
pronounce and speak almost in their native language do well when it comes to 
learning a foreign language. Then, people must be able to pronounce certain 
words in a second language correctly to master them. 
Pronunciation is also important, not just grammar and vocabulary. It is to 
have a good pronunciation for clear communication when studying a second or 
foreign language. Ulate (2008) stated that pronunciation plays a very important 
role in language learning because even with the correct use of grammar and 
vocabulary if vowel and consonant sounds and things like intonation, connection, 
rhythm, and accent are not precisely produced, the desired message cannot be 
conveyed understandably.  
Listening is one of the many foreign language learning skills Before 
people can speak, read, or write, people must first learn to listen. According to 
O’Cornor (1980), language begins with hearing. So, before people try to speak a 
foreign language, they should take the time to adjust their ears to the sounds and 
rhythms of that language. The more they listen to that language, the better. It 
signifies that hearing or listening is the initial activity in the language. Listening 
is a skill that is also required in everyday communication. People cannot 
communicate with others if they do not listen. The ability to recognize and grasp 
what the other person is saying is known as listening. Hornby (1948) said that 
listening is paying attention to somebody or something that you can hear.  
Listening can help children improve their pronunciation skills. Through 
listening activities, the teacher can help pupils improve their pronunciation. The 
learner will listen to the language of the native speaker and hear how the native 
speaker pronounces the term appropriately by listening. It will have a favourable 
impact on the pronunciation of students. Harmer (1998) stated that students gain 
valuable grammar and vocabulary information as well as pronunciation 
information by listening to appropriate cassettes. Listening to English songs will 
give benefits for people, especially for students. Students can enhance their 
English by listening to songs not only in listening skills but also in speaking 
fluency, pronunciation, etc. Dzanic & Pejic (2016) stated that there are some 
benefits of using English songs in learning which can motivate students to be 
more enthusiastic, can easily understand the information, and will catch learners’ 
interest. So, English songs can be interesting for other people. 
Songs can give language exercise a sense of emotion and rhythm that it 
might not otherwise have. Karemer (2012) stated that music and rhythm are far 
easier to mimic and remember than words spoken directly. It can make it easier 
for children to remember information and to teach them a deeper way. Paul 
(2003) stated that students feel an emotional urge to learn if students singing or 
playing something, they like and come across a term or structure they don’t 
understand but think they need to sing or play well. 
Songs can be used as one of the listening tools for English language 
learners. Students will learn a variety of topics while listening to the music or 
song, including grammar and pronunciation. Students can sing along with the 
songs and can also practice their pronunciation after listening to them. Music is 
like a friend in someone’s life. As Yusmita & Angraini (2017) said that students 
can sing along with the songs while listening to them. Music makes people cry, 
laugh, feel sad or get furious simply listening. Most people appreciate songs. 
Students can learn a variety of things by singing, including new words and their 
meanings. 
Teaching pronunciation is a key aspect of foreign language instruction. 
Before students can speak, they must first master the skill of pronunciation. 
Andianto (2013) stated that pronunciation is a structured sound, it is not the same 
as writing. This is the languages spoken form, and it is a way of pronouncing the 
sound of a language. Pronunciation is the art of appropriately pronouncing 
vowels and consonants. Maybe some people have good grammar understanding 
and good writing skills. However, people will judge their English skills from 
speaking. If someone can speak well, with good and precise pronunciation, then 
someone will be assessed as being able to speak English well. Because most of a 
person’s assessment lies in how the ability to speak with good pronunciation. 
Besides the emergence of the problems that existed at the school, it turns 
out that there is an interesting learning method used by the teacher and it is hoped 
that it can improve students’ pronunciation, namely learning by listening to the 
song. According to Andianto (2013) that song is one of the very useful ways of 
instructional learning process because teachers and students find singing song 
entertaining and relaxing. In light of the issues and some of the viewpoints 
expressed above, it seems that learning by using songs can effect the students’ 
pronunciation, and also learning to the listening song seems to have a positive 
effect on students’ ability to pronounce words correctly. As a result, a researcher 
would like to know more about a correlation of the topic between students who 
listen to English songs and their ability to pronounce English words. 
  
METHOD 
This study was conducted with quantitative research used Person Product 
Moment Correlation design. Correlation allows the researcher to clearly and 
easily see if there is a relationship between variables. In this correlational 
research, the researcher wants to analyze the correlation between two variables. 
The score of students listening to English songs as the independent variable, and 
the score of students’ pronunciation test as the dependent variable. The 
respondents used in this study were class XI IBB and XI KBC MIPA with 30 
students.  
In conducting the research, the researcher used two kinds of instruments, 
namely questionnaire and test. The questionnaire is adopted from Dewi Aprilia 
Kartika (2019). This questionnaire had 30 items in it, with some of them falling 
into other categories. Repetitive movement, focus, understanding the meaning, 
type of song, and theme of the song were among them. This questions in this 
questionnaire in this study were prepared in Bahasa Indonesia to make it easier 
for the respondents to respond. The researcher made an electric questionnaire in 
a Google Form and then distribute it to the students by WhatsApp group. 
Subsequently, the indicator of the test I this research was adopted from 
Neli Afifah (2018). The researcher concentrated on three features of speech 
assessment there are stress, vowel, and consonant because this research focuses 
on pronouncing the words in isolation. The researcher utilized a pronunciation 
test to assess the pupil’s ability to pronounce words correctly. Pronunciation is 
scored by giving students the test of song lyrics and then the students are asked 
to fill in the blank lyrics by sending their answer using audio or recording their 
voice via WhatsApp. The title of the song is “My Love” by Westlife. 
 
FINDINGS AND DISCUSSIONS 
In this part, the researcher describes and analyze the finding of the 
research, which would answer the question in this research problem as stated in 
the introduction. As it has been mentioned in introduction is to identify and 
describe the correlation between students listening to English songs and their 
pronunciation ability. 
The students listening to English songs is an independent variable (X). 
while the students’ pronunciation ability is a dependent variable (Y). after 
obtaining the total scores for students listening to English songs and their 
pronunciation ability, the researcher proceeded to calculate both of those scores. 
The data analyze technique used in this research was the SPSS 25 program which 
types of Pearson Product Moment Correlation Test. 
 







 Mean Std. Deviation N 
Listening to English Song 69.1333 14.67753 30 
Pronunciation Ability 86.9000 12.41065 30 









Listening to English Song Pearson Correlation 1 .258 
Sig. (2-tailed)  .168 
Sum of Squares and Cross-
products 
6247.467 1364.400 
Covariance 215.430 47.048 
N 30 30 
Pronunciation Ability Pearson Correlation .258 1 
Sig. (2-tailed) .168  
Sum of Squares and Cross-
products 
1364.400 4466.700 
Covariance 47.048 154.024 
N 30 30 
  
From the table above, it is known the score of sig (2-tailed = 0.168) > 
0.05, According to the findings, there’s no correlation between students listening 
to songs in English and their ability to pronounce English words. While Pearson 
Correlation’s score was 0.258, which is (0.20 < r ≤ 0.40) this suggests that 
students who listen to songs in English have a low level of correlation and their 
ability to pronounce English words. Students listening to songs in English is 
positively related to the students’ ability to pronounce English words with low 
degrees correlation. The correlation between variables X and Y has a value based 
on the research findings of 0.258 which can be categorized as having a low 
relationship and based on the significance test the results show a value of 0.168 
which means both variables are not significant.  
The coefficient correlation score is calculated using the information 
provided above (Pearson Correlation) that points out the result of this research is 
0.258 and the sig (2-tailed) is 0.168, it can be described that 0.168 > 0.05. 
Moreover, a significant correlation can be seen from the significant level/value. 
If the significant value < 0.05 so, there is a correlation, but if the significant value 
is > 0.05, it means that there is no significant correlation. Furthermore, the 
obtained coefficient correlation is 0.258. It can be translated using the Product 
Moment Table Interpretation, which indicates that 0.258 is in the interval of 0.20 
– 0.40. The scale indicates that there was a correlation between the X variable 
(listening to songs in English) and the Y variable (students’ pronunciation 
ability), although it was a weak or low relationship. As a result, the association is 
labeled as having a low correlation. 
When the researcher administered the test to the students, the majority of 
them found it to be quite easy to complete. Because they were familiar with the 
song, most of them found it to be relatively simple. Some students, on the other 
hand, found it difficult to complete the test since they couldn’t listen to the song 
well. As a result, using songs in the classroom helps keep students emotionally 
engaged in the learning process and motivated in learning more about the English 
language. The goal is for students to be motivated to improve their English skills. 
As a result, it is preferable to assign students an extended listening task in which 
they can prefer their pronunciation while listening to songs they enjoy. 
The findings of this study are supported by an expert. According to 
Underwood (1996), several factors affect listening, one of which is a failure of 
the listener to recognize and understand the signs sent by the speaker which 
causes the listener to misunderstand the content of the message received. In this 
way, students must listen to the song not only once to be able to say the words in 
the song lyrics with the right pronunciation. 
It is considered that other factors affect the students’ pronunciation 
ability. Maybe by watching the movie with English subtitles, not only by listening 
to songs in the English language. According to Ratnasari (2007), the most 
effective thing to teach students pronunciation is that students train themselves in 
everyday life through their interests. It means, maybe some students prefer to play 
games, read poetry, watch movies with English subtitles, etc to improve their 
listening skills, pronunciation, and fluency in English. It can also be deduced that 
students who enjoy listening to English songs do not necessarily have a good 
command of the language. 
 
CONCLUSSIONS AND SUGGESTIONS 
As described in the previous data and finding, it can be concluded that 
there is no correlation between students listening to English songs and their 
pronunciation ability. Students that are used to listening to songs in English and 
enjoy listening to songs in English do not necessarily have good pronunciation. 
And students who are not used to listening to English songs and who don’t like 
English songs, do not necessarily have bad pronunciation. Because good 
pronunciation is not only by listening to songs in English but also by other factors. 
Then, the researcher would like to give some suggestions based on the 
findings in this study. First, the teacher are supposed to motivate their students to 
improve their listening and English skills, as well as to get them acclimate to 
imitating native speakers and to improve their pronunciation ability. Second, the 
students must not only listen to English songs, but also explore themselves to use 
other media to support them in learning English pronunciation, the students 
should build confidence to practice pronunciation ability, and the students should 
be more creative and have the motivation to learn their pronunciation ability. 
Third, in conducting further research, next researchers should be better to 
investigate the correlation between pronunciation ability and the other skills. 
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